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My Teachers
Ruth Miller Chamlee (1892-1983)

Ruth & Mario Chamlee
My Bel Canto teachers

Ruth was the 2nd National NATS President
- Sang at NY Met Opera, later taught at USC
- Was student of Sbriglia in Paris (1914)

Mario was leading tenor at NY Met Opera
- Took roles of Caruso at time of death
- Assisted Ruth with my instruction



Vocalize Demonstration



Spectrograph Discussion



My Teachers
Maggie Teyte (1888-1976)

Coached Ewan 3 months
London - 1953

Jean de Reszke
studio in Paris



Milan Experience (1951-1953)
Lina Pagliughi

Ewan’s teacher in Milan 

Noted Italian soprano
Student of Luisa Tetrazzini 

Opened up high notes for me

Felt comfortable with high F’s 

She coached me on the operas
- Queen of the Night (Magic Flute)
- Rigoletto (role of Gilda)
- Other coloratura roles

First opera fully recorded featured Lina as 
Gilda in Rigoletto on His Master’s Voice



Milano Teatro Nuovo (1953)

Studied under Roberto Moranzoni
- friend of Puccini, he  conducted many  
of Puccini’s premier works
- 30 years  as a conductor (NY Met)

Columbia Artist Management agent 
attended my debut, then called me 
to NY, hired as soloist for 15 years 
after this concert



Debut – 10 yrs old

Continued studying violin to 16

Mother made all my dresses
Performed violin, drama, voice
Violin soloist with Hollywood Bowl Symphony



Growing up in Hollywood

Appeared in Bing Crosby movie (Paramount)
“The Starmaker” with my school pals

(Hollywood Professional School)

Publicity poster used to age 13



With Fellow Student Jerome Hines

Jerome was later NY Met bass for 30 years

I sang “Faust” role of Margherita with him 
when I was 15 in Los Angeles

Dress is one of the gowns I wore on 1955 Tabernacle Choir Tour
(above is publicity shot with Jerome in 1955 when I was 26)



Performances in 1940’s

“Natoma” by Victor Herbert
Role of Barbara della Guerra
“Martha” (Lady Harriett)
LA Grauman’s Chinese Theater
Glyn Ross, Director
- Ross later director of Seattle & 
Arizona operas with Henry Holt

USC Opera Workshop – under direction of 
Carl Ebert & Wolfgang Martin – noted European directors

Hansel & Gretel (Gretel)
La Traviata (Violetta)
Barber of Baghdata (Margiana)

Albert Herring (Nancy)
Der Rosenkavalier (Sophie)
Various opera scenes 



Interaction with Composers



Tanglewood with Jaques Ibert (1950)

Act One “La Boheme”
(Mimi)

Manfred Hecht , Jaques Ibert, Ewan
Role of Jeanneton

US Premier “Le roi d'Yvetot” comic opera by Ibert

“Miss Ewan Harbrecht handled the music expertly 
and was charmingly girlish”
(Metropolitan Opera News)

“Le roi d'Yvetot”
(Jeanneton)



Igor Stravinsky 
with Robert Wagner Chorale
First performance in the West
4 pianos & 6 percussionists

Benjamin Britten
West Coast Premier:
“Albert Herring” (op. 39)

At left:
- Carl Ebert
- Wolfgang Martin
- Benjamin Britten
- Peter Pears

At Right:
Ewan with Theodor Uppman

Albert Hay Mallot
TV Premier “The Lord’s Prayer”

Cast included: Theodor Uppman, Lucine Amara, Marni Nixon 



With Grammy-award winner Ernest Gold 
(Exodus, Fun with Dick & Jane, On the Beach)

Reception in my home 800 N Fuller Ave. Hollywood
Ernest met Marni Nixon at this occasion

With Robert Ward in his world premier “Pantaloon” (1956)
Performed at The Julliard School in New York (photo NY Times)

Revived in 1973 to rave reviews as “He Who Gets Slapped”
Ward later collaborated with Arthur Miller to set Tony-award 
winning “The Crucible” to music.Jan Popper (TV Series “Spotlight on Opera”), Ewan, Ernest Gold



Tours & Performances



Cosi Fan Tutte (1950)

Jan Popper’s opera company 
Toured Northern California & Nevada 
Performed at San Francisco Opera House



Rigoletto Performances

Concert version Los Angeles (1947)
Pacific Opera – Conducted by Arturo Casigilia in San Francisco  & tour (1952)
Portland Opera – Conducted by Herbert Weiskopf , later Henry Holt  at new Portland auditorium



Salt Lake City – Song of Norway (1957)



New England Opera Theater (1958)
Rossini “Count Ory”

With Conductor Boris Goldovsky
Role of Countess Adele de Fourmetier

American Premier of Count Ory
- Excellent reviews



Adelphi Univ. Opera, New York
Marriage of Figaro (1961)

First Scene:
Susanna & Figaro

With dear friend Angela Rasmusson, 
her husband Laurence conductor of 
University Orchestra



Crawford Gates Premier (1959)
“SAND IN THEIR SHOES”

Story of the Mormon Battalion

Conducted by Harold  I. Hansen
Coached by the composer

Cast included:
- Ewan Mitton
- Lael Woodbury
- Howard Ruff
- Walter Richardson



Seattle Opera “Fidelio” (1968)

Directed by:
Henry Holt (English)
Milton Katins (German)

(I performed both languages)



Tabernacle Choir Europe Tour 
1955

Soprano Soloist



Farewell Concert in Tabernacle



Raising flag at castle
Cardiff, Wales

With Mayor 
of 

Amsterdam



Paris Concert
Palais de Chaillot

Zurich Concert
Grosse Tonhalle



Columbia Artists Management (1953 – 1968)



Soloist At Temple & Chapel Dedications

Oakland 1964

Bern 1955
With Tabernacle 

Choir

Los Angeles 1956





Settling Down in Oregon



Teaching in Oregon

College Opera Workshop Productions 23 yrs.
Various Glibert & Sullivan, Magic Flute, 
Cosi Fan Tutte, Tales of Hoffman, etc.



My Best Treasures




